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Dear Friends,
As we draw near to another Thanksgiving Day, it is good to reflect upon the meaning of the day as seen by
our forefathers, witness this proclamation of Abraham Lincoln:
The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful
skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which
they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate
and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God.
In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign
States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been
maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the
theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and
navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the
national defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of
our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more
abundantly than heretofore.
Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege and
the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is
permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom.
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the
gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless
remembered mercy.
It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as
with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in
every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands,
to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.
And I recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular
deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and
disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or
sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the
interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be
consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the United States to be affixed.
Done at the City of Washington, this Third day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States the Eighty-eighth.
By the President: Abraham Lincoln
May we be as devout in seeking our Lord’s blessings even during our turmoil.
God’s Peace,
Jay Weidner
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MATCHING FUNDS PROGRAM CONTUNUES
Our matching funds program continues through December 15, 2021. We are seeking
additional donations above and beyond normal giving that would be matched dollar
for dollar within this program up to $25,000. If you are able to contribute to this
program, please earmark your contribution “matching funds” in the memo section of
your check. Your continued support of the seminary is deeply appreciated and
enables us to continue to grow as a seminary and carry on the work of teaching and
preparing our students for ministry. God bless you again for your generosity!

YOU ARE INVITED….

to Winter Night of Music

at Zion Lutheran Church in Hancock, MI, to benefit the Seminary on Tuesday,
December 7 at 7PM. Join us for an evening of Christmas caroling and special music.
Refreshments will be served.

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS:
There are several ways to support the Seminary.
Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile offers the
same products, same prices and same service and will also
Simply log use in by using this link….
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317
which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization.

CHOICE DOLLARS DETAILS: Eligible clients with membership can recommend where Thrivent distributes some
of its charitable grant funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice Dollars to enrolled
nonprofit organizations, including churches.
Eligibility requirements: To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a
client with benefit membership.1 Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:
• Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.
• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.
Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis.
Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations: Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25
Choice Dollars and a maximum of 5,000 Choice Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).
Choice Dollars expiration date: Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until
March 31 of the following year.
For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-8474836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

THRIVENT CHARITABLE IMPACT & INVESTINGTM
The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has established an Endowment Fund through Thrivent Charitable
Impact & InvestingTM (formerly InFaith Community Foundation). All earnings of the
endowment will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the continued existence of
this funding source. This is the preferred method used by many non-profit entities, especially
ongoing religiously focused organizations such as seminaries. To learn more about this
organization, go to www.thriventcharitable.com.
We would love to grow our endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support.
Although the seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our
supporters, please consider the endowment fund for your planned giving needs. For more
additional information, please contact Kirk Otto, Jr. at (715) 294-4343 or Cheryl Hendrickson at
(906) 482-3337.

