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Dear Friends,
The Meaning of the Ascension

The day of The Ascension of Our Lord is on May 14, 2026. Sadly, it is often overlooked and virtually forgotten
because it is a midweek celebration. It is a very significant event in the New Testament as recorded in Mark
16:19 and expounded upon in the book of Hebrews.

So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
(Mk. 16:19 KJV)

But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made
with hands, that is to say, not of this building; '? Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. ' For if the blood of bulls and
of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: '* How much
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? '° And for this cause he is the mediator of the new
testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament,
they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. '® For where a testament is, there must
also of necessity be the death of the testator. !’ For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of
no strength at all while the testator liveth. ' Whereupon neither the first festament was dedicated without

blood. ' For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of
calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the

people, 2 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. ! Moreover he sprinkled
with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. >* And almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. * It was therefore necessary that the patterns of
things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices
than these. ?* For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 2> Nor yet that he should offer himself often,
as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For then must he often have
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself. 2’ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 2® So
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second
time without sin unto salvation. (Heb. 9:11-28 KJV)

For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified. '* Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a
witness to us: for after that he had said before, '° This is the covenant that I will make with them after those
days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; '” And their sins
and iniquities will I remember no more. '* Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for

sin. 'Y Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 2’ By a new and living
way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; ?! And having an high priest
over the house of God; * Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. (Heb. 10:14-22 KJV)

A very significant event indeed. May God sanctify it in our hearts and remembrance. A blessed Ascension to
you and yours.

God’s Peace,
Jay Weidner



DONATIONS RECEIVED...

In memory of Edith Bisila
From Richard & Marilyn Howk

In memory of Henry L’Esperance
From Marilyn L’Esperance

In memory of Emil & Taimi Lahti
From Michael & Margaret Laurin

BOARD MEETING DATE SET
There will be a board meeting on

Saturday, May 16 at 10AM at 914 Pine Street, Hancock.

As the Spring semester comes to an end, we start to plan for future
classes offered at the seminary. The Fall semester daily classes begin

on Wednesday, September 2" and the Monday night class on Acts of the
Apostles begins on September 14, Stay tuned for information on the
upcoming classes. A complete class schedule is available on our website
https://ilseminary.org/classchedule.htm. If you are interested in learning
more about taking classes either online or in person, please contact the
seminary by emailing cilseminary@ilseminary.com or call (906) 482-3337.
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ATTENTION SUPPORTERS:
There are several ways to support the Seminary.

thrivent

CHOICE DOLLARS DETAILS: Eligible clients with membership can recommend where Thrivent distributes
some of its charitable grant funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice Dollars to
enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches.

Eligibility requirements: To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a
client with benefit membership. Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:

* Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.

* Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.

Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis.

Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations: Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25
Choice Dollars and a maximum of 5,000 Choice Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).

Choice Dollars expiration date: Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until
March 31 of the following year.

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-
847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

THRIVENT CHARITABLE IMPACT & INVESTING™

The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has established an Endowment Fund through Thrivent Charitable Impact &
Investing.™ All earnings of the endowment will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the
continued existence of this funding source. This is the preferred method used by many non-profit entities,
especially ongoing religiously focused organizations such as seminaries. To learn more about this
organization, go to www.thriventcharitable.com.

We would love to grow our endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support. Although the
seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our supporters, please consider the
endowment fund for your planned giving needs. For more additional information, please contact Kirk
Otto, Jr. at (715) 821-8574 or Cheryl Hendrickson at (906) 482-3337.

ANOTHER OPTION FOR GIVING - PayPal

Online giving is as easy as clicking the DONATE button on our website: https://ilseminary.org.
Simply go to the How to Contribute tab and tap the yellow DONATE button to begin. There are
options for credit and debit card donations and even the option to help the seminary cover the
PayPal processing fee. (Note we are charged 1.99% + $.49/transaction fee). As always, we are
thankful for your continued support!
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