
 

 

 

 

 
  

March 2021,  

Dear Friends,  

12 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 

every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set 

before us,2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 

him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

(Hebrews 12:1-2, KJV)  

In March of 2013 I wrote a newsletter article expressing the idea that Lent has wrongly devolved into a 

season of introspection and often, morose self-denial. While there remains a justification for proper 

self-evaluation in light of the sacrament of the altar (1Corinthians 11:28-29) and certainly the 

confession of sins (James 5:16), there is no mandate in Scripture to continually dwell on one’s failings 

and certainly no indication of there being a season of the Church Year set aside for doing so. Assuredly, 

one can speak of Lent as a devotional time in preparation for Easter. Yet, that devotion must be directed 

toward an Easter that has already occurred. As St. Peter writes:  

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: (1 Peter 3:18, KJV)  

The emphasis here is on “once.” The Christ has completed His work. He Himself says, “It is finished 

(John 19:30 KJV).” A morbid fascination with our sinfulness is not pious, it is self-defeating. As 

Hebrews tells us, during Lent and always, we are to look to Jesus. Look to Jesus for what? Joy. What is 

that joy? Our salvation. He endured the suffering of the cross and its degradation to save us through His 

death and resurrection. He counted that awful happening as joy and we should too. Also, as St. Peter 

writes elsewhere, we need to dwell on Christ and not our sin because God, by His Spirit, it at work 

within us to bear the fruit He has appointed through Christ. It is not our effort:  

8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar 

off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 

diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:11 For so 

an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:8-11 KJV)  

We were purged from our old sins (past tense). Now our hearts and minds are fully set on Jesus. One 

day, by God’s grace, we will see Him in heaven, and He will greet us with joy unspeakable. It is good 

to renew our devotional life during Lent but let our focus be upon Jesus and His amazing grace! 

Blessings upon all of you during this Lenten season. May the joy of Lent fill our hearts as we live day 

+by day in the resurrection of our Lord by His Spirit. Thank you for supporting us as we w5ork in that 

same joy.  

God’s Peace, 

Jay Weidner 
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 / inFaith COMMUNITY FOUNDATION   

InFaith works collaboratively with Thrivent and its financial professionals to help individuals make the most of their 
gifts. Through InFaith, thousands of donors have given more than $1.68 billion in gifts to the charities and causes 
closest to their hearts. The Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary is pleased to hold its endowment fund with 
InFaith Community Foundation, a national public charity that serves individuals, organizations, and the community 
through charitable planning, donor advised funds and endowments. 
 
Supporters of an endowment fund can make outright gifts like cash, securities, real estate, or deferred gifts at 
death such as charitable life insurance, bequest, charitable trust or gift annuity. Then transfer new contributions to 
be held and invested by InFaith. Supporters may receive a charitable tax deduction for their gifts. Endowment 
fund assets are invested in a large, fully-diversified pool of low-cost institutional investments. 
 
Individuals who create a donor advised fund through InFaith may choose from a broad range of giving options. 
Certain portfolios include investment in Thrivent Mutual Funds. 

 

 

In honor of Pastor Jay Weidner 

From Janis Saari 
 

In memory of Cele and George Kotila 
From Edith Niederer 

 

In memory of Dr. Al Saari 
       From Roy Saari 

 
In memory of Peter Antioho 

      From Bob & Gert Antioho 

 
In memory of Reverend Elmer Yliniemi 

From Isak Yliniemi 
                 Pastor Ernest Bylkas III, Joy & family 

 

In memory of Linda Aho 
     From Pastor Ernest Bylkas III, Joy & family 

 

In memory of Ernest Bylkas Jr. 

     From Pastor Ernest Bylkas III, Joy & family 

 

In memory of June Jenkins 
     From Pastor Ernest Bylkas III, Joy & family 

 



 

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS: 
                                                                   There are several ways to support the Seminary.   

Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile offers the 

same products, same prices and same service and will also 

Simply log use in by using this link…. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317  

which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization. 
 

 

 

CHOICE DOLLARS DETAILS: Eligible clients with membership can recommend where Thrivent distributes some of its 
charitable grant funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice Dollars to enrolled nonprofit organizations, 
including churches. 
 
Eligibility requirements: To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a client with benefit 
membership.1 Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following: 
• Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products. 
• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products. 
Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis. 
Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations: Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25 Choice Dollars and 
a maximum of 5,000 Choice Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).  
Choice Dollars expiration date: Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the 
following year. 
 
For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836 or contact 
your local Thrivent Financial representative. 
 

                                                                  
 

HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY 

 
Several years ago, the Seminary board of directors established the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund. Funds 
contributed to the endowment are not used for current day to day operations. Only the annual earnings of the endowment 
will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the continued existence of this funding source. This is the preferred 
method used by many non-profit entities, especially ongoing religiously focused organizations such as seminaries.  
 
While this is an excellent strategy, it has proven a challenge for us to actually meet the minimum funding requirements. 
Until now, the fund has existed but remained unfunded. By the Lord’s grace we have been blessed with a large contribution 
to fund the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund. We would love to build on this generous contribution to grow our 
endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support. 
 
Although the seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our supporters, please consider the 
endowment fund for your planned giving needs. The seminary has chosen the InFaith Community Endowment Fund (the 
renamed Lutheran Brotherhood Foundation) to administer our endowment fund. They will provide experienced legal advice 
to help guide you with any contribution questions done through estate planning in addition to lump sum contributions, IRAs, 
property and securities. For more additional information, please contact Kirk Otto, Jr. at (715) 294-4343 or Cheryl 
Hendrickson at (906) 482-3337.  
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