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Dear Friends,
“And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was
baptized of John in Jordan. 10 And straightway coming up out of the water, He saw the
heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him: 11 And there came a voice
from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 12 And
immediately the spirit driveth Him into the wilderness. 13 And He was there in the wilderness
forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto
Him.”
Mark 1:9-13
Each year, the first Sunday of Lent directs our attention to the temptation of Jesus Christ. It is
fitting that we should begin the Lenten season in this manner. In Adam, the fall of mankind
begins with temptation, and so also in Christ, the redemption of the human race begins with
temptation.
In his manner, Mark bears record of this event in his Gospel in a rather succinct way. What
appears to be an unfolding drama, pitting good against evil is anything but uncertain. The
Second Adam will not fail in His battle against the devil, the way the first Adam did. Christ will
not fail in His encounter with Satan, because He cannot fail. Jesus Christ is the Son of the Most
High God. “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.”
Romans 5:18
This is the best news for us as fallen sinners, because the Second Adam’s victory is our victory
as well. In His baptism, Christ joins Himself to the human race in order to save it. The season of
Lent is a journey that leads us to mankind’s redemption at the Cross. This is the new creation,
from which there will be no fall. The Second Adam overcomes temptation for us, enlightens us
with His teaching, suffers for us, dies for us, rises for us and ascends for us. “Therefore we are
buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His
resurrection…”
Romans 6:4-5
This is the essence of Lent. Life springing forth from death. The seed of the woman has crushed
the head of the serpent. We have the forgiveness of sins though the blood of Christ and newness
of life in His death and Resurrection. God bless you all with the blessed assurance of Christ’s
finished work in this Lenten season.
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and
the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
I Corinthians 15:55-57
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Chuck Bylkas
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GIVING THANKS WITH A GREATFUL HEART
SANCTUARY BUILDING UPDATE
As mentioned, several months ago the Seminary’s sanctuary building suffered
extensive water damage when the upstairs sink’s water supply line split in the middle
of the night and flooded the upstairs and downstairs.
We are happy to report the repairs are now finished, and the building is completely
functional once again.
The Seminary is very thankful for your thoughts, prayers and financial support during
this unfortunate situation.

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS:
There are several ways to support the Seminary.
Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile offers the
same products, same prices and same service and will also
Simply log use in by using this link….
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317
which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization.

The Thrivent Choice® program offers a way members can recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes
some of its charitable outreach funds. As a benefit member, your ownership of Thrivent Financial products and
services help make this support possible.
Remember….If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to distribute Thrivent
Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member eligibility and the Choice Dollars designated
are based on:
•
•
•

Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or
Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying
insurance products; or
Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying products.

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836
or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY
Several years ago, the Seminary board of directors established the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund. Funds
contributed to the endowment are not used for current day to day operations. Only the annual earnings of the endowment
will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the continued existence of this funding source. This is the preferred
method used by many non-profit entities, especially ongoing religiously focused organizations such as seminaries.
While this is an excellent strategy, it has proven a challenge for us to actually meet the minimum funding requirements.
Until now, the fund has existed but remained unfunded. By the Lord’s grace we have been blessed with a large contribution
to fund the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund. We would love to build on this generous contribution to grow our
endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support.
Although the seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our supporters, please consider the
endowment fund for your planned giving needs. The seminary has chosen the InFaith Community Endowment Fund (the
renamed Lutheran Brotherhood Foundation) to administer our endowment fund. They will provide experienced legal advice
to help guide you with any contribution questions done through estate planning in addition to lump sum contributions, IRAs,
property and securities. For more additional information, please contact Kirk Otto, Jr. at (715) 294-4343 or Cheryl
Hendrickson at (906) 482-3337.

