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Dear Friends, 

 

“For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 

confidence in the flesh.  Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he 

hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe 

of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;  concerning zeal, persecuting the 

church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  But what things were gain to me, those I 

counted loss for Christ.  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 

Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 

win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is 

through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know him, and the power of 

his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;  if by any means 

I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.  Not as though I had already attained, either were already 

perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 

behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

         Philippians 3:3-14 

 
In his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul reminds us of what truly matters in this life.  He warns us about 

finding confidence in our own strength, instead of what God has done for us in Christ.  Paul would have had every 

reason to boast of his own heritage and religious piety, but when Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus, 

everything changed.  His gaze is shifted away from self and toward the Cross of God’s Son.   

 

This truth did not go unnoticed by Sir Isaac Watts the famous English hymn writer.  In his hymn “When I Survey 

the Wondrous Cross”, Watts beautifully captures the true nature of repentance: 

    When I survey the wondrous cross 

    On which the Prince of glory died, 

    My richest gain I count but loss, 

    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

When God brings us to repentance, He strips away that which we value most, so that we may clearly see the gift 

He has given to us; the “Prince of Glory.”  In the death and Resurrection of Jesus the Christ, we have been given 

the forgiveness of sins in His blood, life and salvation.  God has brought us into a blessed union with His Son, 

which Paul describes as being “…found in Him…”   It is God’s “…love, so amazing, so Divine…” that 

transforms our lives forever.   

 

May God grant us grace to celebrate the victory of the finished work of Jesus Christ this Lenten and Easter season 

as you survey His wondrous Cross. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Chuck Bylkas 

 

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 

unto me, and I unto the world.”         Galatians 6:14 

          
 

 

 

Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary 
 
914 Pine Street, PO Box 449, Hancock, MI 49930 ▪ (906) 482-3337 ▪ www.ilseminary.org  

 a Minnesota Corporation

  



 

 

 

 

Donations Received…  

 

    
In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Walter HendricksonWalter HendricksonWalter HendricksonWalter Hendrickson    

from Verna Ann Hendrickson    
    

In memory of In memory of In memory of In memory of Wally Wally Wally Wally NiemelaNiemelaNiemelaNiemela    
from Dave & Glayds Wiitanen 

    
IIIIn memory of n memory of n memory of n memory of Helen SpearHelen SpearHelen SpearHelen Spear    

from Paul & Lorraine Tomasi 

Ed Jr. & Anita Hulkonen 

Melvyn & Judith Mikkola 

Ruth Johnson 

Pastor Jay & Kristine Weidner 

Gene & Arlene Silkowski 

Bob & Norma Nominelli 

Neal & Cheryl Hendrickson 

Bob & Gert Antioho 

Ann Lepisto 

John Sullivan 

Ken & Sylvia Hanninen 

    
    

 
 

Seminary Service Schedule  

 7 p.m. 

 

March 

13th – Heath Anderson @ Laurium 
27th – Easter (No Service) 

 
April 

3rd – Heath Anderson @ Range 
17th – Heath Anderson @ Zion 

 
May 

1st – Heath Anderson @ Seminary 



 

 

 
 

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS: 
There are several ways to support the Seminary.   

 

Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile 

offers the same products, same prices and same service and will also donate 0.5% of the price 

of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary whenever you shop 

on AmazonSmile.  

Simply log use in by using this link…. 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317  

which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization. 

 

 

 

The Thrivent Choice® program offers a way members can recommend where Thrivent Financial 
distributes some of its charitable outreach funds. As a benefit member, your ownership of 

Thrivent Financial products and services help make this support possible.  

 
Remember….If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to distribute 
Thrivent Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member eligibility and the 
Choice Dollars designated are based on: 

• Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or  

• Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying insurance products; or  

• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying products.  

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-
4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative. 

 

 
HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY 

 

The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has created an endowment fund so that our supporters may make 

gifts that will provide ongoing support.  Our Endowment Fund is designed to preserve the 

principal and a portion of the earnings, and use the remainder of the earnings to fulfill our 

mission. Because only a portion of the annual earnings on our Fund is used each year, the Fund 

continues to grow, buffering the Fund against inflation and providing a permanent source of 

support to our mission. 

  

The Fund is located at the InFaith Community Foundation (formerly Lutheran Community 

Foundation), based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Foundation is dedicated to supporting the 

charitable, religious and educational  

We invite you to participate in supporting the endowment.  You may make gifts during life or 

at death.  If you would like to learn more about the purpose of the endowment and ways you 

may give, please visit http://www.infaithfound.org/ilseminary. 



 

 

The students and staff at the Inter-Lutheran Seminary appreciate your continued support!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
          
    


