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Dear Friends,

“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: '° Which in
time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained mercy.” 1 Peter 2:9-10

During the celebration of the Easter season, we not only celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, but our
own resurrection as well. The season of Pentecost emphasizes how we then shall live because of that
Resurrection. The Apostle Peter writes his epistle with a desire to give hope to a people who are enduring
trials and tribulations. He encourages the people, and us as well by reminding them and us of the power of
the Risen Lord Jesus and what His resurrection means. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” What an uplifting message for those who are suffering! We
are born again to a living hope by the Resurrection of Christ! By faith, we possess a divine inheritance that
will not be taken away from us! Later, Peter declares “...that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; '’ But with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: *° Who verily was foreordained
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you...” It is a wonderful
reminder that our hope does not rest upon the things that we do, but rather upon the finished work of Christ,
that God had ordained from the time of creation. As the Apostle Paul has said, even the sufferings of this life
are not worthy to be compared to the glory that awaits His children.

In chapter two of that same epistle, Peter tells us that each one of us has become a “lively stone” that is part
of a magnificent spiritual house, of which Christ is the cornerstone. Those who refuse to believe in Christ
stumble over Him and fall, but it is not so with us. ? But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light: 1° Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God:
which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” What a marvelous declaration! We are a
chosen people, chosen by God Himself. We are a royal priesthood, because we are children of the King of
Kings. We are a holy nation, because we are cleansed by the blood of the Lamb and are now dressed in His
robe of righteousness. We are a peculiar people. Not peculiar in the sense of being odd or strange, but
peculiar in the sense of belonging to God. We are His children! We praise God because He delivered us from
darkness into the light. At one time, we were not a people, but now because of the death and Resurrection of
Christ, we belong to God. At one time, we had not received mercy, but now because of the Cross, we have
received mercy. What a wonderful message for those who are discouraged or overwhelmed by the cares and
struggles of this life! May God strengthen us in faith, so that we might lay hold of this great and glorious
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! As always, we thank you for your continued support of the
ministry of the seminary. God bless you!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Chuck Bylkas
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I As summer approaches and classes have ended, the Seminary
/l\"/\ remains busy!! The fall classes have tentatively been set.

. The daily classes include Christian Dogmatics Il, Eschatology,
Evangelism, Churches, Sects & Isms, Gospel of Mark, Daniel & Genesis which will
begin on Wednesday, September 2, 2026. The Monday night class will be the Acts
of the Apostles and will begin on September 14, 2026, at 7PM. Please stay tuned

for a final schedule in the next couple months or view the latest information on our
website https://ilseminary.org/classchedule.htm.

If you are interested in taking classes or have questions, feel free to call 906-482-
3337 or email cilseminary@ilseminary.com.
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ATTENTION SUPPORTERS:
There are several ways to support the Seminary.

thrivent

CHOICE DOLLARS DETAILS: Eligible clients with membership can recommend where Thrivent distributes
some of its charitable grant funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice Dollars to
enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches.

Eligibility requirements: To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a
client with benefit membership. Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:

* Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.

* Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.

Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis.

Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations: Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25
Choice Dollars and a maximum of 5,000 Choice Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).

Choice Dollars expiration date: Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until
March 31 of the following year.

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-
847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

THRIVENT CHARITABLE IMPACT & INVESTING™

The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has established an Endowment Fund through Thrivent Charitable Impact &
Investing.™ All earnings of the endowment will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the
continued existence of this funding source. This is the preferred method used by many non-profit entities,
especially ongoing religiously focused organizations such as seminaries. To learn more about this
organization, go to www.thriventcharitable.com.

We would love to grow our endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support. Although the
seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our supporters, please consider the
endowment fund for your planned giving needs. For more additional information, please contact Kirk
Otto, Jr. at (715) 821-8574 or Cheryl Hendrickson at (906) 482-3337.

ANOTHER OPTION FOR GIVING - PayPal

Online giving is as easy as clicking the DONATE button on our website: https://ilseminary.org.
Simply go to the How to Contribute tab and tap the yellow DONATE button to begin. There are
options for credit and debit card donations and even the option to help the seminary cover the
PayPal processing fee. (Note we are charged 1.99% + $.49/transaction fee). As always, we are
thankful for your continued support!
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