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Dear Friends,
“And the same day, when the even was come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. 36 And
when they had sent away the multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him
other little ships. 37 And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now
full. 38 And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him,
Master, carest thou not that we perish? 39 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be
still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it
that ye have no faith? 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that
Mark 4:35-41
even the wind and the sea obey him?”
A little over a week ago, our local area experienced one of the most devastating storms in its history. Overnight, we
received over six inches of rain causing flash flooding, severely damaging many roads and homes. The storm caused
upwards of $50 million damage to our roads, homes and property. In addition to those losses, was the life of a
twelve year-old boy, who died not long after the basement of his home collapsed upon him.
Perhaps our first instinct in these situations is to ponder why God allows them to happen. Does God really care? A
week after the storm, the appointed Gospel reading from Mark chapter 4 poses that very question. When the great
storm arose, the waves were so great that the ship was filling up with water. The fearful disciples looked to Jesus for
help, and found Him asleep. “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” It is significant to note that Jesus’ presence
in the ship did not keep the storm from coming. The presence of the storm does not signify the absence of God. The
same is true for us, when we face the storms of this earthly life. Just because we are God’s children does not mean
that we will never face troubles in this world. Peace is not the absence of conflict, it is the presence of God. The
disciples did the right thing when the storm arose. They looked for Jesus. And they found Him in their ship.
Does God care? He certainly does. God cares so much about the storm of sin that He sent Jesus to die in our place
“And He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” I John
2:2 God cares so much about the storm of death that He has destroyed its power through the death and Resurrection
of Jesus. God cares so much about the storm of suffering that sent His Son to suffer along with us, in order that He
might finally put an end to all suffering. “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33 We need not
look far for God in the midst of our trials. He is in our “ship.”
In the aftermath of the storm, we see signs of God’s presence all around us. Neighbors helping neighbors. Churches
and relief agencies opening their buildings to provide supplies for the needy. Volunteers from near and far helping
victims clean up and repair their homes. God’s children from all over the country and abroad upholding us in prayer.
God is present. God is present in the Body of His Son. And, He is present in the continued proclamation of the
glorious Gospel of His Son, Jesus Christ. May God grant us all strength as we journey through the storms of life,
resting in His gracious and unfailing promises.
“…Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art Mine. 2 When thou passest
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 3 For I am the Lord thy God,
the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour…”
Isaiah 43:1-3
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Chuck Bylkas
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FALL SEMESTER CLASSES OFFERED
Tentatively the daily classes offered this fall will be Principles of Biblical
Interpretation (3 credits), Christian Dogmatics I (3 credits), New
Testament Introduction (2 credits) and Galatian & Thessalonians Epistles
(1 credit) and Working as a Deaconess II (2 credits).
The book of Revelation will be the Thursday night class beginning August
29 at the Eastwood Apostolic Lutheran Church in Negaunee, MI and the
Monday night class beginning September 10 in Hancock, MI. If you choose
to take the Monday night class on line, please register soon because space
is limited.
For additional information on each class visit our website at
www.ilseminary.org, contact the seminary at (906) 482-3337 or send an
email to cilseminary@ilseminary.com.

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS:
There are several ways to support the Seminary.

Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile
offers the same products, same prices and same service and will also donate 0.5% of the price
of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary whenever you shop
on AmazonSmile.
Simply log use in by using this link….
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317
which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization.

The Thrivent Choice® program offers a way members can recommend where Thrivent Financial
distributes some of its charitable outreach funds. As a benefit member, your ownership of Thrivent
Financial products and services help make this support possible.
Remember….If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to distribute
Thrivent Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member eligibility and the Choice
Dollars designated are based on:
•
•
•

Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or
Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying
insurance products; or
Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying products.

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY
Several years ago, the Seminary board of directors established the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund.
Funds contributed to the endowment are not used for current day to day operations. Only the annual earnings of
the endowment will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the continued existence of this funding
source. This is the preferred method used by many non-profit entities, especially ongoing religiously focused
organizations such as seminaries.
While this is an excellent strategy, it has proven a challenge for us to actually meet the minimum funding
requirements. Until now, the fund has existed but remained unfunded. By the Lord’s grace we have been blessed
with a large contribution to fund the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund. We would love to build on this
generous contribution to grow our endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support.
Although the seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our supporters, please consider
the endowment fund for your planned giving needs. The seminary has chosen the InFaith Community Endowment
Fund (the renamed Lutheran Brotherhood Foundation) to administer our endowment fund. They will provide
experienced legal advice to help guide you with any contribution questions done through estate planning in
addition to lump sum contributions, IRAs, property and securities. For more additional information, please contact
Kirk Otto, Jr. at (715) 294-4343 or Cheryl Hendrickson at (906) 482-3337.

