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Dear Friends,
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came
death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive.”
I Corinthians 15:20-22
Benjamin Franklin once wrote “Our new Constitution is now established, everything seems to promise it will be
durable; but, in this world, nothing is certain except death and taxes.”
Franklin expresses his hope that the Constitution for the founding of our nation would be sound enough to stand
the test of time.
While Benjamin Franklin’s quote is profound in its own way, God’s Word teaches us that there are many other
things that are as certain or even more certain than death and taxes. As we begin the season of Easter, we
celebrate God’s sure promise of Resurrection. As the Apostle Paul says “For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.”
Jesus says, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 25 Verily, verily, I
say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they
that hear shall live.” John 5:24-25 In the Gospel of John, the Gospel writer quotes the words “verily, verily”
twenty-five times. The phrase can be translated “truly, truly” or “certainly, certainly”, and comes from the
Greek word from which we get the English word “Amen.” The promises and declarations of God are true and
certain.
Luther says it well, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? This is so true that even Satan
cannot deny it. Christ’s victory over sin, death and hell is greater than all heaven and earth. You can never
imagine His Resurrection and victory so great but that in actuality it is far, far greater. For as His person is
mighty, eternal, without limit, incomprehensible, so also is His Resurrection, victory and triumph mighty, eternal,
without limit, incomprehensible. Were hell a thousand times more, and death ten thousand times more, it would
all be but a spark, a mere drop compared with Christ’s Resurrection, victory and triumph. But His Resurrection,
victory and triumph Christ gives to all who believe in Him. Since we have been baptized in His name, and believe
in Him, it follows that even if you and I underwent sin, death and hell a hundred thousandfold, it would amount to
nothing; for Christ’s Resurrection victory and triumph, which have been given me in baptism and in the Word by
faith, and therefore are my own are infinitely greater. If this is true, and I most certainly believe it to be true,
then let sin death and hell dog my steps and growl at me. What will they do to us? What can they do?...”
No matter how great our difficulties seem, the certainty of the Resurrection is far greater. Instead of sin, we have
righteousness, instead of defeat we have victory, instead of death we have life. Christ has overcome everything
for us. May God grant us grace to look beyond our sufferings and by faith, lay hold of the finished work of the
Risen Lord, Jesus Christ. “Amen”
“

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Chuck Bylkas
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SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT….
Jay Weidner, President, Chairman and instructor at the Inter-Lutheran Theological
Seminary is not retiring from his seminary duties.
He was intending to retire as Pastor of Laurium Shining Light Church in June but is
now staying on.
If you know someone who has the incorrect information, please pass the word. Thanks!

ATTENTION SUPPORTERS:
There are several ways to support the Seminary.
Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile offers
the same products, same prices and same service and will also
Simply log use in by using this link….
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317
which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization.

CHOICE DOLLARS DETAILS: Eligible clients with membership can recommend where Thrivent distributes
some of its charitable grant funds. These recommendations are shared by directing Choice Dollars to
enrolled nonprofit organizations, including churches.
Eligibility requirements: To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a
client with benefit membership.1 Individual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:
• Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.
• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.
Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis.
Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations: Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of 25
Choice Dollars and a maximum of 5,000 Choice Dollars per eligibility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).
Choice Dollars expiration date: Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until
March 31 of the following year.
For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

THRIVENT CHARITABLE IMPACT & INVESTINGTM
The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has established an Endowment Fund through Thrivent
Charitable Impact & InvestingTM (formerly InFaith Community Foundation). All earnings of
the endowment will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the continued
existence of this funding source. This is the preferred method used by many non-profit
entities, especially ongoing religiously focused organizations such as seminaries. To learn
more about this organization, go to www.thriventcharitable.com.
We would love to grow our endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support.
Although the seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our
supporters, please consider the endowment fund for your planned giving needs. For more
additional information, please contact Kirk Otto, Jr. at (715) 821-8574 or Cheryl
Hendrickson at
(906) 482-3337.

