
 

 

 

 

 
  

October 2017 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

“Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be 

stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.  20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be 

justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.  21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is 

manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets;  22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 

Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:  23 For all have sinned, and come short of the 

glory of God;  24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  25 Whom God hath 

set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 

past, through the forbearance of God;  26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the 

justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.   27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but 

by the law of faith.  28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”  

                                                                                                                                Romans 3:19-28   

 

October of this year marks the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation, which recalls the efforts of Martin Luther 

to bring correction to a church that had lost sight of her center, Jesus Christ.  Luther rightly understood the Scriptural 

teaching that we are justified by faith in the death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ, apart from the works of the law.  This 

means that we are not only granted the forgiveness of sins by the shed blood of God’s Son, but also given the perfect 

righteousness of Christ, so that we might be “…faultless to stand before the throne…”  God has bestowed this blessing on 

us solely as a gift of His grace “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.”       Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

Perhaps the greatest contribution of Luther was that he directed the church back to the Holy Scriptures as the sole norm 

for preaching and teaching for God’s people.  It is the Word of God that brings us to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.  

It is God’s Word and the power of His Holy Spirit that brings us life and salvation by directing us evermore to the Cross 

of Christ.  “…Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live…”  Isaiah 55:3  Martin Luther felt so 

strongly about this principle, Sola Scriptura in Latin, that he translated the New Testament into the German language, so 

that the people could read and hear God’s Word in their native tongue.  Luther emphasized the power of God’s Word in 

his very familiar hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” and in the prayerful hymn “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Thy 

Word.”  

 

Even so, the anniversary celebration of the Reformation is not so much about the contributions of Martin Luther, for 

Luther was merely an instrument in the hands of the mighty God that we serve.  Luther discovered the very truth that 

many others before him and after him have come to know.  That God has given His Son as the perfect sacrifice to give us 

life and salvation.  To God be the glory! 

 

On October 8th, we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Inter-Lutheran Seminary.  The mission of the seminary 

remains the same as it was in its beginning, “…holding fast the faithful word…”  Titus 1:9  We are grateful for all of our 

faithful supporters, both past and present, who have shared in that same vision.  It is the continued preaching and teaching 

of the Word of God that brings the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a world that still needs to hear it.  May God 

grant us grace to remain steadfast in His Word. 

 

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;  32 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.  33 They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and 

were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free?  34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin.  35 And the servant abideth not in the house for ever: 
but the Son abideth ever.  36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” John 8:31-36  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Chuck Bylkas 
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The Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary will be celebrating its 50th anniversary this 

year and would like to invite you to participate in this joyous occasion. 

The celebration will take place in Plymouth, Minnesota, where the seminary was 

founded in 1967. The Plymouth Apostolic Lutheran Church, 11015 Old County Rd. 15, 

Plymouth, MN, will be hosting a special service followed by a dinner on Sunday, 

October 8, 2017 at 3PM. 

If you have any pictures of the seminary, students or staff that you would like to share, 

bring them to the Plymouth church the day of the celebration. 

Please RSVP by calling 906-482-3337 or email cilseminary@ilseminary.com so we can 

plan for the dinner. We have appreciated your support through these 50 years and 

hope to see you there. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     ATTENTION SUPPORTERS: 
                                                   There are several ways to support the Seminary.   

Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile 
offers the same products, same prices and same service and will also donate 0.5% of the price 
of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary whenever you shop 
on AmazonSmile.  

Simply log use in by using this link…. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317  
which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our organization. 
 

 

 

 

The Thrivent Choice® program offers a way members can recommend where Thrivent Financial 
distributes some of its charitable outreach funds. As a benefit member, your ownership of Thrivent 
Financial products and services help make this support possible.  

 

Remember….If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to distribute 
Thrivent Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member eligibility and the Choice 
Dollars designated are based on: 

• Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or  
• Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying 

             insurance products; or  
• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying products.  

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit http://www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-
847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative. 
 

 
 

HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY 

 
Several years ago, the Seminary board of directors established the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment 
Fund. Funds contributed to the endowment are not used for current day to day operations. Only the annual 
earnings of the endowment will be used for the seminary’s needs thereby ensuring the continued existence 
of this funding source. This is the preferred method used by many non-profit entities, especially ongoing 
religiously focused organizations such as seminaries.  
 
While this is an excellent strategy, it has proven a challenge for us to actually meet the minimum funding 
requirements. Until now, the fund has existed but remained unfunded. By the Lord’s grace we have been 
blessed with a large contribution to fund the Inter-Lutheran Seminary Endowment Fund. We would love to 
build on this generous contribution to grow our endowment into a major source of ongoing seminary support. 
 
Although the seminary still needs the financial ongoing regular contributions of our supporters, please 
consider the endowment fund for your planned giving needs. The seminary has chosen the InFaith 
Community Endowment Fund (the renamed Lutheran Brotherhood Foundation) to administer our endowment 
fund. They will provide experienced legal advice to help guide you with any contribution questions done 
through estate planning in addition to lump sum contributions, IRAs, property and securities. For more 
additional information, please contact Kirk Otto, Jr. at (715) 294-4343 or Cheryl Hendrickson at (906)482-
3337.  

 

 

 


