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Dear Friends,

I remember learning from the time | was a child in church that Lent was a season for
introspection, a time to understand our sinfulness in light of the passion of Jesus. The cross and
Jesus suffering upon it were to remind us of the awful price He paid for our sins and bring us to a
godly sorrow. Now that | am older | have begun to question the excess of such exercises. First
of all it’s hard to find a parallel to any such spiritual exercise in the New Testament. The Word
of God doesn’t direct us toward introspection but extrospection. We are to look to Jesus Christ
the author and finisher of our faith. When Jesus addresses His disciples concerning His
impending suffering He directs their attention away from them and instead to disown themselves
and follow Him with the cross; that is to acknowledge their death. Secondly, one must ask if a
morose, self-directed inquisition is really what God wants. Certainly one can make the case for a
healthy view of one’s sinfulness acknowledging our failure to do what God wants (1 John 1:5-
10). Yet 1 John also leads us on to the acknowledgement of Christ’s complete victory over our
sinfulness (1 John 3:7-10). Excessive dwelling on our sin doesn’t seem to produce Godliness but
rather as John writes leads us into a false form of spirituality based on an incomplete view of
Christ’s finished work of taking away the sin of the world and no longer having memory of our
sins. Thirdly, one must ask if such a task is really Christian or just a vestige of the Gnostic piety
driven underground in the ancient Church that eventually resurfaced as an extreme form of self-
denial based on a heretical dualistic view of God which actually was a revival of a perverted
view of carnality (Colossians 2:4-23; especially 20-23).

Perhaps it has come time to revisit Lent with a renewed dedication to confessing the “finished”
work of Jesus Christ. In pondering these things one is reminded once again of hymn lyrics; “I
look not inward, that would make me wretched...but | look up into the face of Jesus.” We
should continue in Colossians 3:1-4.

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on
the right hand of God. ? Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. ® For
ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. * When Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. (Colossians 3:1-4 KJV)

This is the true power that puts off the old and puts on the new. Constant dwelling on the old
only leads to disappointment and failure. Abiding in Christ means the assurance that His work
for us is complete and we are yearning for the day of its fulfillment in glory.

May we all enjoy a Christ-filled Lent.

In Christ,
Jay Weidner



Donations Received...

In memory of Priscilla Bergstedt
from Ellie Puumala
Harold & Marcia Bergstedt

In memory of Ray Johnson
from Ellie Puumala

In memory of Arvid Konu
from Harold & Marcia Bergstedt

In memory of Ernest Bylkas Sr.
from Harold & Marcia Bergstedt
Judith Bylkas

In memory of Ernest Bylkas Jr.
from Harold & Marcia Bergstedt

In memory of Xirk Otto Sr.
from Jack & Elaine Bergstedt
Pete & Eileen Maki

Seminary Service Schedule
7 p.m.

March
3" - Josh Bergstedt @ Painesdale
10" - Ryan Kandoll @ Zion
17™" - Charles Jousma @ Alston
24" - Ryan Kandoll @ Seminary
31° - Easter (no service)

April
7™ - Josh Bergstedt @ Laurium
14™ — Charles Jousma @ Painesdale
21% - Ryan Kandoll @ South Range
28" - Josh Bergstedt @ Zion



Choice Dollars®.

Thank you for your Thrivent Choice donations in 2012. The seminary received
approximately $3,200 in grant funds that you chose to be given to our organization. As a
benefit member, your ownership of Thrivent Financial products and services help make this
support possible.

Remember....If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to
distribute Thrivent Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member
eligibility and the Choice Dollars designated are based on:

o Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or

. Having $800 or more in annual premiums of qualifying insurance products; or

. Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying products.

Amount of Choice Dollars Designated to You

o $2.30 Choice Dollars per $100 of annual premium on qualifying insurance products is
designated monthly based upon the premium payments you made in the prior
month.

o $1.15 Choice Dollars per $1,000 of contract value of qualifying products is designated
on a quarterly basis. 25% of this amount will be designated to you each calendar
quarter based upon the actual contract value at the end of the quarter.

o $25 Choice Dollars for holding a qualifying Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership
position is designated once each year.

. Choice Dollar amounts range from $25 to $2,500 for eligible members.

Directing Designated Choice Dollars

o You can direct Choice Dollars to as many organizations as you like. However, you
must direct a minimum of $5 Choice Dollars to each organization.
) Thrivent Financial will distribute Choice Dollars grant funds to organizations monthly.

Choice Dollars Expiration Date

Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following
year. For example, you can direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2013 until March 31, 2014.

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-
847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.

The students and staff at the Inter-Lutheran Seminary appreciate your continued
support!






