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Dear Friends,
As many of you already know on April 17th of this year my wife Theresa and son
Adam were involved in a terrible car accident. Tragically Theresa died in the accident
but by God’s grace Adam survived and after 11 days in the hospital is now home
recovering from his injuries and doing well. A request was made to include the
transcript of the homily I wrote for Theresa’s funeral in this newsletter. So here is the
homily.
In one of the cards we recently received a sister in Christ and friend of our family had
written; “Theresa had the gift of making each person she was with feel special. I felt
it and miss God’s Spirit she had …until heaven.” This was indeed the case. Theresa
remembered the likes and dislikes of almost every person she met. She counted it a
privilege to serve them by ministering to their likes and avoiding their dislikes. She
faithfully remembered birthdays and other special occasions taking great pains to see
to it that no one was forgotten. Many was the time she would find something she
really wanted, buy it, get it home, then decide that someone else could use it more
than she, so she would send it off to them as a gift. Many of you have such gifts that
came from her kindness and generosity. This brings to mind the story recorded in
Acts 9:36-41.
Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is
called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did. 37
And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they
had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. 38 And forasmuch as Lydda was
nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him
two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them. 39 Then Peter arose
and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber:
and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments
which Dorcas made, while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all forth, and
kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she
opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand,
and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her
alive. (Acts 9:36-41 KJV)

The clothes and garments that Theresa made were not of cloth like Dorcas’ works
were, rather it was the fabric of many lives that Theresa worked with. She did her
acts of kindness not to gain recognition but because the people she did them for were
more important to her than herself. She simply wanted to bless them and bless them
she did. Yet it wasn’t Theresa who blessed them it was the Lord working through

Theresa by His Spirit to minister His grace through her, He was the driving force
behind her gift of hospitality and it was He who was faithful in her faithfulness. In
Acts 9 Peter is sent by God to raise Dorcas from the dead but for Theresa it wasn’t
Peter who appeared to raise her it was Jesus Himself. He did not however raise her to
be found mortal once again but in His faithfulness He raised her immortal. He took
away her garment of grief and clothed her with righteousness and glory. Her true
husband, who faithful to His word had prepared a place for her took her for Himself
to bring her to her eternal home robed in eternal peace. There she stands in His
brightness with all the saints glorifying God in all His splendor.
It does no one any good to speculate on the reasons for her departure for endless
questions can be raised but no answers found. We only know that on April 17th three
earthly lives ended in a horrible car accident and one life was preserved. It is as Job
says; “the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.”
Yet the scripture adds: “In all this Job sinned not nor charged God foolishly.” We
must not rob God of His glory by substituting our poor thoughts for His marvelous
ways that are beyond our finding out. We can only come to Him for His comfort that
is without end and extend our deepest sympathy to the Bunnin family as well.
This service is a testimony of life and not of death. It is a celebration of the gift of life
given to humankind through God’s Son who shed his blood on Calvary’s cross to
redeem lost sinners. It is a testimony to the power of the resurrection, every day is
Easter, God’s mercies are new every day. The suddenness of Theresa’s death serves
to awaken us to the reality of our untimed departure known only to God and to allow
us the opportunity to be made ready, to be found in Christ washed clean in His blood
and ready for His appearing. Theresa’s life is a testimony to Him who so loved the
world that He gave His Son to save it. Now is the day of grace and God is yet calling
sinners to repentance. God’s grace is greater than all our sin and He has indeed
prepared a place for all who will come to Him. Please come to Him. All the
Scriptures we heard today speak in unison of one thing, the resurrection of all those
who are in Christ. God desires that we would all be found there even as our precious
Theresa was. If you do not have this peace then repent and be found in Him today.
Receive of His grace and mercy and have your heart made ready through the blood of
His Son. Let Him take the fear of death from you and give you the assurance of
eternal life through His shed blood and find peace even as Theresa did. She will be
sorely missed and is greatly loved by us but how great will the promised reunion be
when we see one another in glory. Now we extend to you dear Theresa the Christian
Good Night, but we’ll see you in the morning. Thanks be to God!
Waiting together with you for that marvelous Day of Resurrection,
God’s Peace,
Jay Weidner
P.S. Thank you for all the love, support and prayers during the past month.
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Seminary Plans for Fall Classes
We have finalized the class schedule for the fall semester. Full time students will begin on
Wednesday, September 2. Genesis will be taught on Monday night in Hancock beginning
September 14 and in Negaunee beginning September 3. The complete class schedule is
posted
on our website www.ilseminary.org. Go to the Academic Information button then click on
Class Schedule.
We hope you can join us this fall either in person or via the Internet. If you have any questions
or would like more information, feel free to call (906) 482-3337 or send an email to:
cilseminary@charterinternet.com.

THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS
GivingPlus® Program helps you make a bigger impact.
Over the years the Inter-Lutheran Theological Seminary has been blessed with
many generous donors who demonstrate their support of our ministry.
Financial donations can accomplish even more through a wonderful one-of-akind gifting program offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. It’s called the
GivingPlus® Program. A GivingPlus® gift form is enclosed for your
convenience.
If you are a benefit member of Thrivent (own Thrivent Mutual Funds accounts
and/or Thrivent Life Insurance Company products) we encourage you to make
the most of your financial donation to our ministry through this program.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
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