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Dear Friends,

““Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. > For, behold, the
darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his
glory shall be seen upon thee. 3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising.” Isaiah 60:1-3

According to the Christian calendar, after the Christmas season we celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord; God
making His Son known to the whole world, both Jews and Gentiles alike. The Festival of the Epiphany is the
celebration of the visitation of the Christ-child by the wise men. God leads the wise men to His Son by way of
a mysterious star that moves through the sky. During this season, we also hear of the baptism of Jesus. As
Jesus comes out of the water, the Holy Spirit descends on Him as a dove, and God the Father speaks “This is
My Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17 In subsequent Sundays, we hear how Christ is
made known through His teaching and through His miracles. The Epiphany season ends with the Festival of
the Transfiguration, where God once again declares that Jesus is His Son and calls us to listen to Him.

Sin causes distracts us from the things that matter most. It draws our attention to the cares of this world,
encouraging us to be guided by feelings, circumstances or reason, instead of listening to God’s Word. Sin
clouds our vision of who God is and who we are. Celebrating Epiphany clears our vision by directing our
focus back to Christ Himself. The German pastor and theologian Helmut Thielicke gives us this wonderful
analogy:

“If I look at a piece of fabric through a magnifying glass, I find that it is perfectly clear around the center of
the glass, but around the edges it tends to become distorted. But this does not mislead me into thinking that the
fabric itself is confused at this point. I know that this is caused by an optical illusion and therefore by the way
in which I am looking at it. And so it is with the miracle of knowledge bestowed upon me by the Christmas
event: If I see the world through the medium of the Good News, then the center is clear and bright. There I see
the miracle of the love that descends to the depths of life. On the periphery, however, beyond the Christmas
light, confusion and distortion prevail. The ordered lines grow tangled, and the labyrinthine mysteries of life
threaten to overwhelim me. Therefore our sight, which grows aberrant as it strays afield, must recover its
perspective by returning to the thematic center. The extraordinary thing is that the mystery of life is
illuminated not by a formula but rather by another mystery, namely, the News, which can only be believed and
yes is hardly believable, that God has become a human being and that now I am no longer alone in the
darkness.”

At the Cross, God dispelled the darkness of sin through the death and Resurrection of His beloved Son, Jesus
Christ. We are now forgiven, cleansed by the blood of Christ and quickened to newness of life, so that we
might “Arise, shine, for thy Light has come.”

“...Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
Hebrews 12:2

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Chuck Bylkas
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Connecting faith & finances for good.”
Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars®

Thank you for your Thrivent Choice donations in 2016. The seminary received $2,639 in grant
funds that you chose to be given to our organization. As a benefit member, your ownership of
Thrivent Financial products and services help make this support possible. Note — you can
direct Choice Dollars designated to you in 2016 until March 31, 2017.

Remember....If you are an eligible member 16 and older you can recommend how to distribute
Thrivent Financial charitable grant funds thought Choice Dollars®. Member eligibility and the

Choice Dollars designated are based on:

e Holding a Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership position; or
e Having $750 or more in annual premiums of qualifying insurance products or
e Having $20,000 or more in contract value of gqualifying products.

For more information about Choice Dollars, visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call
800-847-4836 or contact your local Thrivent Financial representative.
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THANK YOU for supporting the Inter-Lutheran Seminary by making your
Amazon purchases through AmazonSmile on behalf of seminary.
Approximately $170 was donated to the seminary during 2016.

Have you ever have used Amazon.com to do your shopping? Now AmazonSmile
offers the same products, same prices and same service and will also donate
0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Inter-Lutheran
Theological Seminary whenever you shop on AmazonSmile.

Simply log use in by using this link....
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0918317

which will bring you directly to smile.amazon.com in support of our
organization.

» InFaith

COMBUNITY FOUNDATION"
formerly

HERE'S ANOTHER WAY YOU CAN HELP THE SEMINARY

The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has created an endowment fund so that our supporters may
make gifts that will provide ongoing support. Our Endowment Fund is designed to
preserve the principal and a portion of the earnings, and use the remainder of the
earnings to fulfill our mission. Because only a portion of the annual earnings on our
Fund is used each year, the Fund continues to grow, buffering the Fund against inflation
and providing a permanent source of support to our mission.

The Fund is located at the InFaith Community Foundation (formerly Lutheran
Community Foundation), based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Foundation is dedicated
to supporting the charitable, religious and educational

We invite you to participate in supporting the endowment. You may make gifts during
life or at death. If you would like to learn more about the purpose of the endowment and
ways you may give, please visit http://www.infaithfound.org/ilseminary.

The students and staff at the Inter-Lutheran Seminary
appreciate your continued support!



