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Dear Friends,

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. ? And be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God. 3 ForI say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith. * For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not
the same office: ° So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. °
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy
according to the proportion of faith; ' Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on
teaching; % Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that
ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. ? Let love be without dissimulation.
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.” Romans 12:1-9

In the latter portion of his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul gives a significant challenge to the
church. He calls Christians to a radical life of service. Paul beckons us away from the world, so that we
might live lives in accordance with the will of God. But how can we do this? No matter how hard we try to
be faithful to our calling, we slip and fall. In the weakness of our flesh, we find ourselves to be like the
Apostle Paul: “For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do
1.” Romans 7:15 This statement from Paul is not some sort of false modesty, but rather a declaration
about the truth of the human condition. Because of sin, we cannot follow the commands of God by our own
efforts.

The key to understanding Romans 12 can be found in the first half of verse one; “I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God...” What are these mercies of God? They are the mercies that
Paul describes in Chapters one through eleven. Paul tells us that no one can save himself and that everyone
is a sinner (Romans 1-2). He then tells us that it is faith in Christ Jesus that justifies us in God’s sight, not
the works of the law (Romans 3-4). Paul then instructs us that God’s gift of grace in Christ is far greater
than the power of sin and death (Romans 5). Now, through the death and resurrection of Christ we are
united with Him (Romans 6). We still struggle with sin (Romans 7), but we are not condemned by God or
the law, because we walk by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8). God’s mercy is given to everyone,
both Jew and Gentile (Romans 9-11).

So then, Paul tells us that because of all of these mercies of God, we are now able to serve Him.
Our efforts gain us nothing, while God’s effort gives us everything, Because of God’s mercy, we have been
forgiven, justified and restored. We live this new life of servanthood, because of who we now are in Christ
Jesus. May God grant us grace to always abide in His mercies.

Yours in Christ,
Chuck Bylkas



Donations Received...

. In memory of Clifford Palosaari J
from Evey Palosaari

In memory of Ernest Bylkas Sr.
from David Mattinen

In memory of Ernest Bylkas Jr.
from David Mattinen

In memory of Phyllis Barney \
from Al & Janis Saari

THANK Yyou !

Thank you to all who attended the Summer Sing service at
the seminary on July 22" The sing service...and ice cream
was enjoyed by alll We appreciate your continued support.
Stay tuned for our Fall Sing service coming soon.

..."Q
—:.‘ ADDITION TO FALL CLASS SCHEDULE

Pastor Jay has added a class in Negaunee which will begin, Thursday,
September 5™ at 7PM at the Eastwood Apostolic Lutheran Church. He will
be teaching a six-week condensed course on Revelation, in the First
Century Church. Hope to see you there!



Revised

Fall Semester Class Schedule

Daily Classes
Begin Monday Tuesda Wednesday Thursday Friday
Wednesday,
September 4th
8:30a.m. Chapel Chapel Chapel Chapel Chapel
9:00 - 9:50a.m. Christian Ministry to Christian Christian
Dogmatics I the Aging Dogmatics I Isaiah Dogmatics I
10:00 - 10:50a.m. Edifying Samuel,
Anthropology Church & Anthropology Kings & Gospel of
& Christology | - Family & Christology | Chronicles Mark
Deaconess
History
Samuel,
11:00 - 11:50a.m. History of Isaiah History of Kings & History of
Christianity in | - ----- Christianity in | Chronicles | Christianity in
America Deaconess America America
History
12:00 - 12:50p.m Gospel of Romans Romans
Mark
Revelation (in
7:00 - 8:40p.m. Revelation the First
(In Hancock) Century
Church)

A description of each class can be found in our on-line catalogue at
http://www.ilseminary.org/cataglog.pdf

As a reminder, the daily classes will begin on Wednesday, September 4, The Thursday
night class in Negaunee will begin on September 5%. The Monday night class in Hancock
will begin on September 9™,

For additional information or if you would like to enroll in a class, please email
cilseminary@ilseminary.com or call 906-482-3337.




