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Dear Friends,

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. #* For since by man
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
all be made alive.” I Corinthians 15:20-22

Benjamin Franklin once wrote “Our new Constitution is now established, everything seems to promise it will
be durable; but, in this world, nothing is certain except death and taxes.”

Franklin expresses his hope that the Constitution for the founding of our nation would be sound enough to
stand the test of time.

While Benjamin Franklin’s quote is profound in its own way, God’s Word teaches us that there are many other
things that are as certain or even more certain than death and taxes. As we begin the season of Easter, we
celebrate God’s sure promise of Resurrection. As the Apostle Paul says “For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive.”

Jesus says, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. % Verily, verily, |
say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and
they that hear shall live.” John 5:24-25 In the Gospel of John, the Gospel writer quotes the words ““verily,
verily”” twenty-five times. The phrase can be translated “truly, truly”” or “certainly, certainly’’, and comes
from the Greek word from which we get the English word “Amen.” The promises and declarations of God are
true and certain.

Luther says it well, “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? This is so true that even Satan
cannot deny it. Christ’s victory over sin, death and hell is greater than all heaven and earth. You can never
imagine His Resurrection and victory so great but that in actuality it is far, far greater. For as His person is
mighty, eternal, without limit, incomprehensible, so also is His Resurrection, victory and triumph mighty,
eternal, without limit, incomprehensible. Were hell a thousand times more, and death ten thousand times more,
it would all be but a spark, a mere drop compared with Christ’s Resurrection, victory and triumph. But His
Resurrection, victory and triumph Christ gives to all who believe in Him. Since we have been baptized in His
name, and believe in Him, it follows that even if you and | underwent sin, death and hell a hundred
thousandfold, it would amount to nothing; for Christ’s Resurrection victory and triumph, which have been
given me in baptism and in the Word by faith, and therefore are my own are infinitely greater. If this is true,
and | most certainly believe it to be true, then let sin death and hell dog my steps and growl at me. What will
they do to us? What can they do?...”

No matter how great our difficulties seem, the certainty of the Resurrection is far greater. Instead of sin, we
have righteousness, instead of defeat we have victory, instead of death we have life. Christ has overcome
everything for us. May God grant us grace to look beyond our sufferings and by faith, lay hold of the finished
work of the Risen Lord, Jesus Christ. “Amen”

“These things | have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Chuck Bylkas
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In memory of Xirk Otto Sr. from Jeff Weidner
from Cortland & Marcia Leejoice
In memory of Linda Weidner

In memory of Priscilla Bergstedt from Jeff Weidner
from Cortland & Marcia Leejoice
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In memory of Pete Nissila
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In memory of Melissa Dahlmeier Roeser
from Steve & Marilyn Dahlmeier

Seminary Service Schedule
7 p.m.

April
7™ - Josh Bergstedt @ Laurium
14™ — Charles Jousma @ Painesdale

21% - Ryan Kandoll @ South Range
}x
SPRING SING service
hosted by the Inter-Lutheran Seminary
You are invited to our Spring Sing service at the seminary on Sunday, April 28 at 7PM. The
service will include singing by the students, staff and local musicians. The service will take
place in the sanctuary which is located at 916 Pine Street in Hancock. Refreshments will be

served afterwards. A free will offering will be collected and used to carry on the work of
teaching and preparing our students for ministry. Hope to see you there!
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ENDOWMENT FUND OPPORTUNITY

The Inter-Lutheran Seminary has created an endowment fund so that
our supporters may make gifts that will provide ongoing support to
our mission. Our Endowment Fund is designed to preserve the
principal and a portion of the earnings, and use the remainder of the
earnings to fulfill our mission. Because only a portion of the annual
earnings on our Fund is used each year, the Fund continues to grow,
buffering the Fund against inflation and providing a permanent source
of support to our mission.

The Fund is located at the Lutheran Community Foundation, based in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Foundation is dedicated to supporting
the charitable, religious and educational purposes of Lutheran
congregations, institutions and communities, and benefiting society in
general. It offers individuals and organizations the opportunity to
create permanent charitable funds to benefit the charities and causes
representing their diverse interests and concerns. At the Foundation,
our endowment fund will be invested for long-term appreciation.
Only a part of the income from the fund will be available to be spent
each year; the remaining income will stay in the fund to build a buffer
against inflation and future market fluctuations. One the many
advantages of this relationship is that our donors may work directly
with the Foundation to achieve their charitable goals and remain
anonymous.

We invite you to participate in supporting the endowment. You may
make gifts during life or at death. If you would like to learn more
about the purpose of the endowment and ways you may give, please
visit http://www.thelcf.org:80/organizational _endowments.




