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Dear Friends,
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom
also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4
And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (Romans 5:1-5 KJV)
There are two difficulties we face when we go through a time of economic trial as many people in our
world are now. On the one hand we can lose hope and become hopeless being driven to despair.
Hopelessness is a bad state to find oneself in because it normally leads to depression and a fearful
inertia where a person doesn’t know how to act to relieve their situation so they become fearful to act
at all. On the other hand we can keep our hope intact but see it only as having future value so that
we slog on moping through our earthly lives dejected but hopeful of other worldly relief. Both of these
conditions show that at times we have the wrong hope. Our hope is present here and now; it’s Christ
who is our hope. We have our glory not just in future deliverance from tribulation but in the midst of
the tribulation itself. Christ is with us always that is His promise, but when we begin to focus on the
difficulty instead of Christ we lose hope for our situation seems hopeless. Yet we must understand
that Christ is with us in the here and now and is showing the love of God toward us through the Holy
Spirit even in the midst of trial.
Think of what it was like for the disciples when Jesus was crucified and they returned to the upper
room without Him, they were full of despair. Certainly they were questioning what they were going to
do with their lives; they were disappointed and filled with fear over what was going to come of them.
Then Jesus appeared to them alive on Easter Sunday and cheered their hearts with His peace, gave
them His Spirit and assured Him of His abiding presence with them forever. This is how much God
loved them; He gave His Son to shed His blood for their sins to secure their redemption, to give them
hope. Now even in the darkest of days the love of God by the Holy Spirit sustained them so come
what may they went on with joy in their hearts. God doesn’t love us any less and couldn’t love us any
greater. We have all the same benefits as the apostles; the love of God by the same Spirit is in our
hearts and in the midst of difficulty we are to hold firm in that love, not focusing on the trial but on the
Lord of the trial and its resolution. He is our Lord and He loves us to the end. May God spread
abroad in our hearts the hope of Easter so that even in our time of trial His love would strengthen and
encourage us to hold fast to Him trusting in Him whose hope cannot disappoint. May the hope of the
risen Christ be our hope and stay in our time of trial during this Easter season and forever.
God’s Peace,
Jay Weidner
P.S. We at the Seminary face our own difficulties during this type of trial as well. Charitable
donations tend to drop off greatly when the economy suffers and our donations are down severely
this year. If you could please remember us in prayer and also with some extra financial assistance it
would be much appreciated. There are many wonderful things going on here and we need the
support of the members of Christ’s body to continue the work He has given us to do.
Thank you for your kindness,
Jay

MEMORIALS RECEIVED
In memory of Edward & Gary Wallstrom
from Gene & Arlene Silkowski
In memory of Werner Sunnarborg
from Luella J. Puumala
In memory of Wally Seppala
from James & Elma Keskitalo
In memory of Wally Hendrickson
from Verna A. Hendrickson
In memory of Ed Hautala
from Joyce Tibbs
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– Dennis Hannu @ Laurium
12th Easter – No Service
19th – Travis Seppala @ S. Range
26th – Marc Tumberg @ Painesdale

LOOKING AHEAD…. FALL 2009 CURRICULUM
Even though we are in the middle of the spring semester, plans have
been made to offer the following classes in the fall beginning
Wednesday, September 2nd. We hope you can join us. If you can’t
join us in person, classes are offered via the Internet or on DVD. For
more details, call the office at (906) 482-3337, visit our website
www: ilseminary.org or email cilseminary@charterinternet.com
Course Name

Credits

Instructor

Christian Ethics
3
Jay Weidner
A study of the systems of ethical thought and an analysis of how the
ethical dilemmas of humankind should be addressed by those who belong to
Christ.
Churches, Sects & Isms
3
Chuck Bylkas
An overview of the teachings and practices of the most prevalent
Christian denominations, sectarian groups and others.
Gospel of Mark
2
Jay Weidner
An in-depth analysis of the most concise Gospel with an emphasis on
sound and segmentation.
Christian Education
2
Mike Carriere
The principles of the theology of Christian Education. Preparation for
teaching Sunday School, Confirmation Class, Adult Bible Classes, etc.
New Testament Introduction
2
Jay Weidner
An introductory study of the origin, authorship, purpose and reliability
of the New Testament writings with special attention devoted to their literary
design and individual and corporate unity.
Revelation
2
Jay Weidner
Exegesis and interpretation of the book of Revelation emphasizing
its structure and content.
Genesis
2
Jay Weidner
A study of the origin, thought and doctrinal content of the book of
Genesis. Note: This class will be taught on Monday night at 7PM in
Hancock and Thursday night at 7PM in Negaunee.
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